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The  Abiding  Greatness  of  Lincoln 

By  Milton  Ainslie 


THE  heroes  come  and  go  with  the 
years.  Some  men  accounted 
great  in  their  own  day  pass 
from  public  view  and  are  remembered 
no  more.  It  is  not  that  their  lives  were 
failures.  They  served  their  generation 
well,  and  the  honor  accorded  them  in 
their  lifetime  may  not 
have  been  greater 
than  they  deserved,  but 
here  and  there  a 
name  stands  out  with 
more  of  distinctness 
as  the  years  bring  his 
memory  into  sharper 
relief.  One  such  name 
is  that  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

It  is  nearly  fifty 
years  since  Lincoln 
died.  The  number  of 
people  who  knew  him 
personally  is  still  not 
small,  but  it  diminishes 
rapidly.  Each  year  a 
few  incidents  appear  in 
print  for  the  first  time 
relating  to  his  life  or 
personality.  No  one 
who  knew  him,  or  even 
met  him,  now  counts 
any  incident  too  trivial 
to  relate  concerning 
him.  Anecdotes  that 
seemed  too  unimportant 
to  relate  at  the  time 
come  now  before  the 
public  in  the  effort  to 
gather  and  record  every 
possible  scrap  concern- 
ing him.  Unquestion- 
ably time  has  glorified 
many  of  these  incidents 
and  not  a few  of  them 
have  only  the  value  of 
probable  invention,  yet 
some  genuinely  good 
histofical  material  con- 
tinues to  come  to  the 
front.  It  is  interesting 
and  valuable  to  note 
that  the  new  material, 
such  as  it  is,  does  not  greatly  modify 
the  impression  which  the  American  peo- 
ple, and  the  world,  have  come  to  cherish 
as  their  thought  and  estimate  of  Lin- 
coln. One  by  one  the  biographies  of 
his  cabinet  members  have  appeared,  and 
in  some  cases  their  diaries  have  been 
published.  It  is  evident  that  those  who 
were  nearest  to  Lincoln  while  he  lived 
were  in  less  favorable  position  for  judg- 
ing of  his  abiding  influence  upon  the 


world  than  people  of  today.  They  saw 
in  him  an  overburdened  man,  harassed 
by  countless  petty  cares,  endeavoring 
with  honest  futility  to  measure  up  to  a 
task  too  great  for  him.  The  world  sees 
in  Lincoln  a man  whose  very  failings 
lean  to  virtue’s  side.  His  great  heart, 


too  kind  always  to  be  judicial;  his  pa- 
tience often  sorely  tried,  but  never  quite 
failing;  his  faith  in  God  that  had  in  it 
as  component  elements  the  logician’s 
question  and  the  frontier  man’s  close 
approach  to  superstition;  his  loneliness 
intensified  by  his  companionableness;  his 
profound  sadness,  ever  on  the  point  of 
reacting  into  quaint  humor — these  were 
among  the  elements  that  made  up  the 
character  of  Lincoln.  Of  him  the  world 


might  say  as  Hamlet  said  of  his  father: 
“He  was  a man,  take  him  all  in  all; 

I shall  not  look  upon  his  like  again.” 
Of  him  might  Shakespeare  have  written 
in  another  play: 

“His  life  was  gentle;  and  the  elements 
So  mix’d  in  him  that  Nature  might 
stand  up. 

And  say  to  all  the 
world,  ‘This  was  a 
man ! ’ ” 

Born  in  a log  cabin; 
nurtured  in  the  wilder- 
ness; rising  out  of  deep- 
est obscurity  till  he 
reached  the  White 
House;  fighting  a great 
war,  though  always  lov- 
ing peace;  doing  his 
tragic  duty,  though  it 
broke  his  sympathetic 
heart,  and  crowning  his 
work  at  length  with  the 
sacrifice  of  his  own  life, 
the  story  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  contains  every 
element  that  can  appeal 
to  the  admiration  of 
men  who  love  their 
country,  and  the  faith 
of  those  who  believe  in 
the  fundamental  right- 
eousness of  democracy. 

He  came  to  the  White 
House  at  a time  which 
seemed  least  likely  to 
utilize  his  strong  quali- 
ties and  certain  to  re- 
veal all  his  weaknesses. 
Some  of  his  best  and 
closest  friends  d i s - 
trusted  his  ability  to 
cope  with  the  tremen- 
dous odds.  His  duties 
were  unprecedented ; 
the  obstacles  before 
him  were  beyond  the 
ability  of  any  man  to 
measure.  He  was  dis- 
trusted and  misunder- 
stood, belittled  and 
caricatured,  but  he 
faced  the  gigantic  problems  of  his  ad- 
ministration with  patience,  fortitude, 
heroic  determination  and  faith  in 
Almighty  God. 

He  fought  a cruel  war  without  cruelty 
or  hatred.  He  met  malice  in  a spirit 
which  displayed  malice  toward  none  and 
charity  for  all.  He  did  a great  man’s 
work  greatly,  and  he  crowned  it  with  the 
sacrifice  of  his  own  life.  Let  America  honor 
forever  the  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


